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Samskip acquires the 909TEU container vessels 
Arnarfell and Helgafell 

 
Samskip has acquired the container vessels Arnarfell and Helgafell, both of which 
have been employed by the company on the route between Iceland and Europe 
since early 2005.  
 
Samskip has been chartering the vessels since they were delivered as newbuilds 
seven years ago. From the beginning they have proved to be very reliable and highly 
suitable for the route they serve. Both vessels have Icelandic crews, who enjoy first 
class accommodation. 
 
The two 909TEU sister vessels were built by J J Sietas in Hamburg and each vessel 
has a deadweight of 11,143 tonnes. They measure 138m in length, 21m in beam 
and have a maximum service speed of 18.4 knots. They maintain a weekly schedule 
between Iceland and Europe, departing from Reykjavík on a Thursday night with a 
stop-over in the Westman Islands on the way to Immingham. From there they call 
Rotterdam, Cuxhaven, Varberg, Aarhus, and the Faroese Islands, returning to 
Reykjavík on a Wednesday morning.  
 
The world market price for container vessels is favourable at the moment, says 
Ásbjörn Gíslason, CEO of Samskip hf in Iceland: 
 
“Consequently, when an interesting opportunity to buy presented itself, we were on 
board. This investment we feel is a good one especially since the ships were 
specifically designed for our needs. We also managed to secure favourable 
financing, a recognition of the company’s good and strong position and a reflection of 
the trust we enjoy. The financing was arranged by German banks.” 
 
In 2011, Samskip also invested in two new 800TEU container vessels, also 
specifically designed for the company, in this case by the Dutch shipbuilder Damen. 
They serve on routes between the Netherlands and the UK and Ireland. That 
purchase was Samskip’s first investment in container vessels for some time. 
 
For further information, schedule details or a Samskip service contact, please do not 
hesitate to contact your local office or visit our website: www.samskip.com.  
 

-ends- 
 

http://www.samskip.com/
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Note to editors: 
 
Samskip operates one of Europe's largest multimodal container logistics systems. 
The Samskip system is able to move containers door-to-door between over 30 
countries from Russia, Scandinavia, and Iceland in the north to Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Austria, Greece, Hungary, Czech Republic and Slovakia in the south and centre of 
Europe.  
 
Samskip offers a wide range of routing options, utilising road, rail, sea and inland 
waterways as appropriate to provide the best combination of rate and transit time to 
suit individual customers' requirements and preferences. It now has at its disposal 
over 13,000 containers, ranging from 20ft to 45ft pallet-wide high cube containers 
including reefers, curtain-siders and flat-racks.  
 
A photograph is available to download from the Dunelm website at 
http://www.dunelmpr.co.uk/Samskip-Photogallery-NEW.html. 
 
The caption reads: 
 

“Samskip has purchased two container vessels, Arnarfell (pictured here) 
and Helgafell, both of which have been employed by the company on the 
route between Iceland and Europe since early 2005.” 
 

 

For further information please contact: 
 
David Cheslin 
Dunelm Public Relations 

 
Tel:      +44 20 7345 5233 
E-mail: davidcheslin@dunelmpr.co.uk 

tel: 

 

Anna G Aradóttir   
Samskip hf 
 
Tel: +354 458 8158 
E-mail anna.gudny.aradottir@samskip.com 
 

 

Issued by: 
Dunelm Public Relations Ltd  
Docklands Business Centre 
10 Tiller Road 
London E14 8PX  
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