
 
 

 

 

Press Release    
     Hamburg, Valencia and Seville, March 1st 2017 

 

Smooth start: Boluda and OPDR successfully started out  

their joint venture in the Port of Seville 

German OPDR, as part of the CMA CGM Group, and Spanish Boluda Corporación Marítima 

successfully started out their cooperation of jointly operating the container terminal in the 

Port of Seville. In the course of a public tender the joint venture had submitted its 

application in July 2016 and was announced as the winner by the Port Authority of Seville 

(APS) last December. The concession to jointly run the container movement in the Port of 

Seville for the next 30 years became effective on January 1st 2017. 

It was in July 2016 when Boluda and OPDR – with the contribution of CMA Terminals, a CMA 

CGM subsidiary dedicated to terminals, and Boluda Terminales Marítimas as part of Boluda 

Corporación Marítima – convinced the Port Authority with their expertise and receptive 

plans regarding the strategic direction of the container movement in the Port of Seville, 

Spain’s only inland seaport. At the beginning of the year the concession finally became 

effective: On a total area of about 180.000m², Boluda and OPDR – who form the joint 

venture Terminales Marítimas del Guadalquivir – now control all facilities related to the 

handling of containerized goods including the railway terminal Muelle del Centenario. This 

represents one third of all freight traffic in the Port of Seville.  

Unlike the former concession, this new concession also includes the entire infrastructure 

that is linked to the container movement in order to ensure a more effective management 

and to optimize and further develop the intermodal logistics solutions in the port. Moreover, 

the joint venture will enhance the terminal by contributing a new third container gantry 

crane.  



 
 

The shipping experts Boluda and OPDR, who are also represented with offices in Seville, 

thereby underline the significance of the port in the Andalusian capital. Till Ole Barrelet, 

Chief Executive Officer of OPDR, stated: “Seville is of great strategic importance for OPDR. 

This joint venture allows us to offer best products for our client-integrated supply chains. I am 

very confident that we, together with Boluda, are able to realize all our plans and therefore 

permanently increase the performance of the port and railway terminal.”  

Vicente Boluda, Chairman of Boluda, also stressed Seville’s value for his company by 

indicating the long term relationship with the port: “The admission of this concession is really 

important for Boluda due to its great links with Seville, where we have been providing 

towage services for nearly 30 years and where one of our corporation’s most important 

offices is located. This new project with OPDR will allow us to remain committed to the 

growth of this harbor, which is essential for the development of the city and its hinterland.” 

 

The container terminal in the Port of Seville 

 

 



 
 

For 2016, the figures of the Port of Seville remained stable, reaching about the same very 

good annual result as in 2015 when over 160.000 TEUs were handled. In terms of container 

traffic, the Port of Seville therefore is the second largest port in Andalusia and the most 

important port for strategic connections between the Iberian Peninsula and the Canary 

Islands.  

 

 

About Boluda 

Boluda Corporación Marítima is presently one of the main groups of global maritime services. Its activity covers 

the different areas that define the maritime sector, offering a complete service to its customers. In that way, it 

counts with the division of Boluda Lines (shipping company, consignee, land transport, logistic, management of 

port terminals, forwarding and storage), Boluda Tankers (supply and transport of combustible), Boluda Towage 

and Salvage (service of towing in port, offshore ocean going and maritime salvage). Boluda Corporación 

Maritima is present in all the Spanish littoral, in France, in Italy, in West Africa and in South America.  

www.boluda.com.es 
 
Press contact:   
amparo.valero@boluda.com.es  
Tel.: 96 3060234/629493642 

 
 

About OPDR 

The Oldenburg-Portugiesische Dampfschiffs-Rhederei (OPDR) has offered transport solutions within Europe as 

well as to and from Morocco for over 130 years. As a logistics company OPDR today offers tailor-made 

integrated supply chain solutions. A strong network in more than 25 European, North and West African 

countries ensures high standards of reliability and quality. The OPDR headquarters is based in Hamburg.  

The company employs over 250 people. Since July 2015, the OPDR Group is part of the CMA CGM Group and 

teams up with the UK-based MacAndrews & Company Ltd. 

www.opdr.com 

Press contact: 

hbg.press@cma-cgm.com 

Follow OPDR on LinkedIn! 

 

 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/opdr-gmbh-&-co-kg
http://www.boluda.com.es/
http://www.opdr.com/
mailto:hbg.press@cma-cgm.com


 
 

About the Port of Seville 

The Port of Seville is the sole maritime inland port of Southern Europe, being the waterway from Seville to the 

coast (Sanlúcar de Barrameda), part of the TEN-T corridors with the name of Guadalquivir EuroWay E.60.20. 

Seville is a main node of the Mediterranean Core Network Corridor of the Trans-European Transport Network. 

It holds a strategic importance at a regional level as a transport infrastructure due to its high capacity for 

freight traffic and the environmental benefits derived from facilitate the maritime transport till the production-

consumption areas. The Port is the main economic engine of the metropolitan region of Seville and its 

hinterland covers the province, regions of Andalusia and Extremadura, and the Peninsula via rail corridors to 

Madrid, Valencia and Tarragona.  

 

It is a key logistics port of imports, exports and distribution of value-added freight within the Western 

Mediterranean region. Since 2013, freight traffic has been steadily increasing ever since then transporting 4.8 

million tonnes in 2016 (an increase of 3% from 2015). Much of this traffic is related to the agricultural sector 

(oil, grains, fertilizers, etc.) in both liquid and dry bulk and general cargo; followed by the traffic of iron and 

steel products and the traffic of containers and ro-ro in regular lines to the Canary Islands. These three 

categories of traffic turn the Port of Seville into a key piece of maritime trade between the Canary Islands and 

the Iberian Peninsula. 

Press contact: 

Victoria Pineda: vpineda@apsevilla.com 
www.apsevilla.com 

@Puerto_Sevilla 
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