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IATA WELCOMES AIRBRIDGECARGO AIRLINES 
AS AN ACTIVE MEMBER 
AirBridgeCargo Airlines (ABC), part of Volga-Dnepr Group and Russia’s largest all-cargo carrier, has become an Active 
member of the International Air Transport Association (IATA).

The airline was formally welcomed to the Association in a letter from its Director General & CEO, Antony Tyler, to Tatyana 
Arslanova, Executive President of ABC. 

AirBridgeCargo is already actively participating in IATA programmes designed to improve safety, quality and efficiency in the 
air cargo supply chain. It has recently completed the audit to be listed in the IATA Operational Safety Audit (IOSA) register, an 
internationally accepted evaluation system designed to assess the operational management and control systems of airlines. It 
is also an Associate member of Cargo 2000, the IATA interest group working to improve the quality of air cargo, and is working 
to adopt the Association’s e-freight programme, which aims to take the paper out of the air cargo supply chain and replace it 
with cheaper, more accurate and more reliable electronic messaging.  

Tatyana Arslanova said: “Membership of IATA has been an important goal of AirBridgeCargo since it became an independent 
airline under the umbrella of our parent, Volga-Dnepr Group. We made a strategic step towards IATA membership by 
successfully passing the IOSA audit and we are now extremely proud to be among 243 world airlines in this association. It will 
give an excellent opportunity to influence current issues that are important to all quality-driven airlines.”
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Volga-Dnepr Airlines played
an important role in the
successful launch of US space
agency NASA’s US$700 million
New Horizons mission to
Pluto, the one remaining planet
that has never been visited
by a spacecraft.
The airline conducted two AN-124-100
freighter flights from Denver to the launch pad
at Cape Canaveral in Florida carrying the
ATLAS V rocket launcher for the project. The
two sections transported on board the aircraft
were assembled at Cape Canaveral.

A timely delivery and subsequent launch was
a critical element of the whole project. The
spacecraft had a set window for the launch in
order for the New Horizons probe to use
Jupiter’s gravity to pick up speed in a
‘slingshot manoeuvre’. 

By successfully meeting this deadline, the
probe’s speed away from the sun will be
increased by nearly 9,000mph, allowing the
spacecraft to reach the ninth planet by July
2015. If the launch window had been missed,
the probe would have needed to take a direct
route to Pluto, delaying its arrival until 2018 at
the earliest.

NASA’s New Horizons mission aims to gather
information on Pluto and its moons. It is
hoped that the probe will also explore other
objects in the outer solar system.

Getting ready for lift-off – ATLAS-V being
prepared for launch at Cape Canaveral in Florida
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Volga-Dnepr delivery goes like a rocket on first leg of 3.1
billion mile journey

Dennis Gliznoutsa, Group Commercial Director of
Volga-Dnepr, said:

“We have been called upon to support many space
missions in the past but this is an especially
exciting project to be part of. Although New
Horizons is a relatively small probe, this was the
largest Atlas V launch to date in order to achieve
the required high velocity departure from earth at
the start of its 10-year, three billion mile journey.
We will be watching the progress of the mission
with special interest.”

Come and meet the
Volga-Dnepr and
AirBridge Cargo teams

To arrange a meeting with
Volga-Dnepr or AirBridge Cargo
at any of these forthcoming
events, please contact:
marketing@volga-dnepr.co.uk or
marketing@airbridgecargo.com

TIACA 2006 EXECUTIVE
CONFERENCE & AGM
April 9-11, Beijing, China
Event information: www.tiaca.org

ILA BERLIN AIR SHOW
May 16-21, Berlin, Germany
Event information:
www.ilaberlin.com

FARNBOROUGH
INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW 2006
July 17-23, Farnborough, UK
Event information:
www.farnborough.com

THE 23RD INTERNATIONAL AIR
CARGO FORUM & EXPOSITION
September 12-14, Calgary, Canada
Event information: www.tiaca.org

Volga-Dnepr Group’s first new-build 
IL-76TD-90VD freighter has been given
clearance to operate globally after the
aircraft type was awarded a Chapter 4
noise certificate by the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

“Obtaining a noise certificate allows the  50
tonnes capacity IL-76TD-90VD to operate
worldwide, including the major cargo
transportation markets in Europe, North
America, Australia and Japan without any
limitations. From now on these aircraft
correspond to all ICAO requirements and can
be operated not only within Russia but also 
in other countries without any restrictions,”
said Andrei Pakhomov, General Director of
Volga-Dnepr Leasing. 

Volga-Dnepr Group has ordered two new 
IL-76TD-90VD freighters equipped with
modern PS-90a-76 engines and new avionics,
including narrowed corridor navigation and
emergency proximity ground warning
systems. The first aircraft made its maiden

test flight on August 5, 2005. The IL-76TD-
90VD aircraft is continuing to undergo test
flights in Zhukovsky and will commence
commercial operations once all tests are
carried out and all necessary documents
are obtained.
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ICAO certification allows Volga-Dnepr’s new IL-76TD-90VD to operate globally

ICAO awards Chapter 4 noise certificate 
to new generation IL-76TD-90VD freighter

AirBridge Cargo is to double the size 
of its Boeing 747 freighter fleet with the
arrival of three more aircraft over the 
next 16 months.

The airline has signed an agreement to buy
two 747-200 freighters and lease a further
aircraft of the same type. The lease is for
three years.

ABC will take delivery of the first aircraft in
June of this year and the second and third
747Fs will join the fleet in January and March

2007. AirBridge currently operates two 
B747-200Fs and one B747-300SF freighter. 

Stan Wraight, Vice President of Volga-Dnepr
Group, said: “These are all excellent aircraft
and younger than some of the -400 freighter
conversions now on the market. They will

enable us to grow frequencies to our existing
markets and introduce services to new
destinations.” 

He confirmed that Hong Kong is scheduled 
to join the AirBridge network in June 2006.
The airline currently operates from Frankfurt
and Amsterdam to Shanghai and Beijing in
China and Nagoya, Japan, via Russian hubs
at Moscow Sheremetyevo and Krasnoyarsk. 

As part of its development strategy, ABC has
also signed an order with Boeing for two 
new-build B747-400ER freighters with a list
price of $450 million. These are scheduled for
delivery in October 2007 and February 2008.
With a maximum payload of 112 tonnes, the
new aircraft will be operated by AirBridge 
on cross-polar routes from Krasnoyarsk to the
Americas, providing the fastest connection
from Asia by an all-cargo service.

Three more Boeing
747 freighters set 
to join AirBridge
Cargo fleet
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