
  

 

  

  

Antwerp ro/ro terminals 
start with paperless export 

9 OCTOBER 2014 

ICO and AET, the two ro/ro terminals in the port of Antwerp, are 

now also connected to the e-Desk. The Antwerp Port Community 

System (APCS) introduced the e-Desk for containers already in 

2012, and this year the successful collaboration has been extended 

to rolling stock. The port of Zeebrugge (ICO and WWL) started the 

e-Desk for ro/ro in February, and now the Antwerp terminals are 

following suit.  

All exports of new and second-hand vehicles and exports or transit 

of containers can now be declared electronically, so that paper 

declarations and accompanying documents are no longer 

necessary. Each player who has four obligatory data items that 

form part of the export declaration can enter these parameters in 

the e-Desk. They are: the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN: the 

17-character chassis number), the Movement Reference Number 

(MRN) of the export declaration, the type of document (export or 

transit, as they are processed in different systems) and the 

Customs office of the point of exit (Antwerp or Zeebrugge). 

The advantages of the e-Desk include the uniform procedure in 

both ports, and the uniform Customs reporting, which permits faster 

processing of the exit declaration. This in turn means that exporters 

can quickly and easily demonstrate that their goods have left the 

EU, which is necessary for the VAT administration. 

The collaboration between Antwerp and Zeebrugge in automation 

  



of port processes is the result of smooth arrangements within the 

Cargo Community System, a non-profit organisation in which the 

ports of Antwerp, Ghent and Zeebrugge collaborate with the 

Customs department, the Flemish government and the waterway 

operators W&Z and De Scheepvaart to streamline the flow of 

information along the logistics chains. 

More info: http://www.portofantwerp.com/apcs/en/e-desk 
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Deze e-mail en alle gekoppelde bestanden zijn officiele documenten van het Gemeentelijk Havenbedrijf Antwerpen en kunnen 
vertrouwelijke of persoonlijke informatie bevatten. Gelieve de afzender onmiddellijk via e-mail of telefonisch te verwittigen als u deze e-
mail per vergissing heeft ontvangen en verwijder vervolgens de e-mail zonder deze te lezen, te reproduceren, te verspreiden of te 
ontsluiten naar derden. Het Gemeentelijk Havenbedrijf Antwerpen is op geen enkele manier verantwoordelijk voor fouten of 
onnauwkeurigheden in de inhoud van deze e-mail. Het Gemeentelijk Havenbedrijf Antwerpen kan niet aansprakelijk gesteld worden 
voor directe of indirecte schade, verlies of ongemak veroorzaakt als gevolg van een onnauwkeurigheid of fout in deze e-mail. 
 
English Translation: This e-mail and all attached files are official documents of Antwerp Port Authority and may contain confidential or 
personal information. If you have received this e-mail in error, you are asked to inform the sender by e-mail or telephone immediately, 
and to remove it from your system without reading or reproducing it or passing it on to other parties. Antwerp Port Authority is in no way 
responsible for any errors or inaccuracies in the contents of this e-mail, nor can it be held liable for any direct or indirect loss, damage or 
inconvenience arising from any such errors or inaccuracies. 
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