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15 September 2014  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES COMBINED TRAFFIC FIGURES  
FOR AUGUST 2014 

 
Cathay Pacific Airways today released combined Cathay Pacific and Dragonair 
traffic figures for August 2014 that show a year-on-year increase in both the number 
of passengers carried and the amount of cargo and mail uplifted.  
 
Cathay Pacific and Dragonair carried a total of 2,849,359 passengers in August  an 
increase of 3.6% compared to the same month in 2013. The passenger load factor 
rose by 0.5 percentage points to 87.2% while capacity, measured in available seat 
kilometres (ASKs), increased by 7.1%. For the year to the end of August, the 
passenger volume rose by 5.8% while capacity was up 5.6%. 
 
The two airlines carried 146,955 tonnes of cargo and mail last month, an increase of 
19.7% compared to August 2013. The cargo and mail load factor rose by 3.8 
percentage points to 62.5%. Capacity, measured in available cargo/mail tonne 
kilometres, rose by 13.3% while cargo and mail revenue tonne kilometres (RTKs) 
flown were up by 20.6%. For the year to the end of August, tonnage rose by 11.3% 
while capacity was up by 11.4% and RTKs increased by 14.3%. 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management Patricia Hwang said: 
August was the busiest month of the year so far for our passenger business with 

new highs recorded for passenger volumes on both Cathay Pacific and Dragonair. 
Demand on long-haul routes was strong throughout August and our business to and 
from North America was helped by the introduction of additional frequencies on the 
Chicago route. We saw an encouraging pick-up in demand to Bangkok, but Korea 
remained the most popular destination for leisure travellers out of Hong Kong. 
Demand in the premium cabins continued to be ahead of expectations  
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Cargo Sales & Marketing Mark Sutch said: 
Demand remained robust throughout August and the year-on-year tonnage increase 

was again well above expectations. Demand out of Hong Kong and the key 
manufacturing regions in Mainland China remained strong and we hope to see a 
further uptick in September as new consumer IT products are launched in the 
market. The Americas remain the key focus of our cargo business and we will extend 
our presence further with a new freighter service to Calgary and increased 
frequencies to Columbus in October, and more flights to Mexico from November.  
 
The full August figures are on the next page. 
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CATHAY PACIFIC / 
DRAGONAIR COMBINED 
TRAFFIC 

AUG % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2014 VS AUG 13 
 

AUG 2014 YTD 
 

RPK (000)     
 - Mainland China 753,012  -4.5% 5,662,859  2.0% 
 - North East Asia 1,372,409  8.4% 9,790,238  11.2% 
 - South East Asia 1,325,355  -1.6% 9,830,889  0.5% 
- India, Middle East, Pakistan & 
Sri Lanka 

758,062  6.5% 5,782,336  6.6% 

 - South West Pacific & South 
Africa 

1,294,351  9.9% 10,081,352  9.0% 

 - North America 3,059,322  24.4% 21,263,833  18.1% 
 - Europe 1,751,652  -4.1% 12,613,022  -0.4% 
RPK Total (000) 10,314,163  7.7% 75,024,529  8.0% 
Passengers carried 2,849,359  3.6% 21,078,467  5.8% 
Cargo and mail revenue tonne 
km (000) 

857,955  20.6% 6,345,076  14.3% 

Cargo and mail carried (000kg) 146,955  19.7% 1,097,637  11.3% 
Number of flights 6,522  5.2% 49,765  5.0% 
 
CATHAY PACIFIC / 
DRAGONAIR COMBINED 
CAPACITY 

AUG % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2014 VS AUG 13 
 

AUG 2014 YTD 
 

ASK (000)     
 - Mainland China 945,118  -5.4% 7,443,419  -2.7% 
 - North East Asia 1,665,616  12.1% 12,176,155  7.6% 
 - South East Asia 1,588,141  -0.8% 12,166,617  0.0% 
- India, Middle East, Pakistan & 
Sri Lanka 

894,954  1.6% 7,283,163  2.4% 

 - South West Pacific & South 
Africa 

1,516,337  5.6% 11,882,929  1.9% 

 - North America 3,336,324  25.8% 23,839,744  18.9% 
 - Europe 1,887,472  -5.2% 14,196,818  -0.8% 
ASK Total (000) 11,833,962  7.1% 88,988,845  5.6% 
Passenger load factor 87.2% 0.5pt 84.3% 1.8pt 
Available cargo/mail tonne km 
(000) 

1,372,905  13.3% 10,027,044  11.4% 

Cargo and mail load factor 62.5% 3.8pt 63.3% 1.6pt 
ATK (000) 2,498,236  10.4% 18,489,420  8.7% 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Ivan Chan, Corporate Communication Manager - Public Affairs, 2747-3837,  
email: ivan_c_chan@cathaypacific.com 
Cissy Ho, Assistant Corporate Communication Manager - Public Affairs, 2747-5376,  
email: cissy_ho@cathaypacific.com  
 
Media Enquiries: 2747-5393 
 

The Cathay Pacific Website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com  
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