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DOHA, Qatar – A Qatar Airways Cargo Airbus A330 freighter touched down 
at London’s Heathrow Airport yesterday, marking the start of freighter 

services to the carrier’s second airport in London. 
Qatar Airways Cargo currently operates freighters to London’s Stansted 

Airport and also transports cargo on passenger flights to and from 
Birmingham, Edinburgh, London Heathrow and Manchester. With the new 
freighter service, the carrier’s total cargo capacity out of the United Kingdom 

increases to more than 1,500 tonnes each week. The new freighter service 
departs weekly from Doha on Saturdays and returns via Basel. 

Mr. Ulrich Ogiermann, Qatar Airways Chief Officer Cargo, said: “The 
commencement of the freighter services to London Heathrow marks our sixth 

new freighter destination for 2017 and boosts our current belly-hold capacity 
available on 72 passenger flights to the United Kingdom every week. We are 

expanding our network globally, offering customers direct access to major 
trade markets such as the United Kingdom via our state-of-the-art fully-

automated hub in Doha.” 

The cargo carrier offers air freight services to the principal industries in the 
United Kingdom, including electronics and telecoms, vehicles and auto parts, 

engineering, information technology, pharmaceuticals, biotech and health, 
and perishables, providing speed of delivery, flexibility and security for high-

value products. Customers globally will benefit from more capacity to 
transport their cargo to London. 

Qatar Airways Cargo recently commenced five new freighter destinations to 

the Americas and Asia: Buenos Aires, Sao Paulo, Quito, Miami and Phnom 
Penh, while also increasing frequencies to Brussels, Basel and Hong Kong in 

response to growing air freight demand in these regions. The cargo carrier 
has seen a 21 per cent increase in tonnage from 2015 to 2016, despite the 

air cargo industry remaining competitive due to an underperforming 
economy. 

In February this year, Qatar Airways Cargo was awarded the highly-
acclaimed ‘Global Cargo Airline of the Year’ award at the Air Cargo Africa 

event, recognising its continuous growth and emphasis on delivering the 
highest level of service within the air cargo industry. The carrier has made 
significant investments in fleet, network, and its hub and products, as part of 

its strategy and commitment to improve and enhance its product offering for 
the benefit of customers globally. 

https://www.qatarairways.com/en/press-releases/2017/May/london-cargo-freighter.html?activeTag=Press-releases


 
Notes to Editors: 

  

About Qatar Airways 

  

Qatar Airways, the national carrier of the State of Qatar, is celebrating 20 

years of Going Places Together with travellers across its more than 150 
business and leisure destinations. The world’s fast growing airline will add a 

number of exciting new destinations to its growing network in 2017/18, 
including Dublin, Nice, Skopje, Sarajevo and many more, flying passengers 

on board its modern fleet of 199 aircraft.  

A multiple award-winning airline, Qatar Airways was awarded World's Best 
Business Class; Best Business Class Airline Lounge and Best Airline Staff 

Service in the Middle East at the prestigious 2016 World Airline Awards 
managed by international air transport rating organisation Skytrax. 

Qatar Airways is a member of the oneworld global alliance. The award-
winning alliance was named the World’s Best Airline Alliance 2015 by Skytrax 

for the third year running. Qatar Airways was the first Gulf carrier to join 
global airline alliance, oneworld, enabling its passengers to benefit from 
more than 1,000 airports in more than 150 countries, with 14,250 daily 

departures. 
Oryx One, Qatar Airways’ in-flight entertainment system offers passengers 

up to 3,000 entertainment options from the latest blockbuster movies, TV 
box sets, music, games and much more. Passengers flying on Qatar Airways 

flights served by its B787, A350, A380, A319 and select A320 and A330 
aircraft can also stay in touch with their friends and family around the world 

by using the award-winning airline’s on-board Wi-Fi and GSM service. 

Qatar Airways proudly supports a range of exciting international and local 
initiatives dedicated to enriching the global community that it serves. Qatar 

Airways, the official FIFA partner, is the official sponsor of many top-level 
sporting events, including the FIFA 2018 and 2022 World Cups, as well as 

F.C. Barcelona and Al-Ahli Saudi Arabia F.C., reflecting the values of sports 
as a means of bringing people together, something at the core of the airline’s 

own brand message Going Places Together. 

Qatar Airways Cargo, the world’s third largest international cargo carrier, 

serves 60 exclusive freighter destinations worldwide via its world-class Doha 
hub and also delivers freight to more than 150 key business and leisure 

destinations globally with 199 aircraft. The Qatar Airways Cargo fleet 
includes eight Airbus A330 freighters, 12 Boeing 777 freighters and one 
Boeing 747 freighter. 

Visit our homepage www.qatarairways.com or our sites on Facebook, Twitter, 
Google+, Instagram, and YouTube. 

 


